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Cambridge Friends School Library 
 

Summer Reading Suggestions for 
Younger Readers 

(Grades 3 – 4) 
  

Reading good books during the summer is one 
of the best ways for you to prepare for the 
next grade. Reading will improve your 
comprehension, vocabulary, and writing style.  
Even more importantly, reading will help you 
gain understanding of yourself and other 
people, other places, and other times. And it 
is fun! Reading can be done at any time and 
in any place.   
 
Here are suggest ions of authors and titles 
you may enjoy. WeÕve included an 
annotated* selection of new and noteworthy 
books as well as a list of books recommended 
by our librarians and students.  

 
This book list and lists for other grades are on the CFS library website.  

Please go to http://www.cfsmass.org/curriculum/Library.htm  
 

You should also look in libraries and bookstores for nonfiction, poetry, plays, and biographies that 
would be of interest to you. And be sure to look for myths, legends, and folklore, too.  

 
This summer, use your public library and reserve your books online!  

See the next page for instructions on how to do it.  
 
 

Contents 
 

Going Online to the Public Library  
New and Noteworthy  

Fantasy and Science Fiction  
Animals 

Realistic Fiction  
Books in Graphic Format  

 

Happy Reading!  
 
* Some annotations have been adapted from publishersÕ information and book reviews.  
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Use your public library 
and reserve your books online: 

 
To get access to all these great books, use your public library. 
Communities in Massachusetts belong to large library networks - this 
means that they share their resources. Materials can be borrowed 
from any of the member libraries. You can go online, request books, 
and have them delivered to your own neighborhood branch. 
 
Most of the communities around Cambridge belong to the Minuteman 
Library Network: 
 
Go to: www.mln.lib.ma.us 
 
To request books, you must have a library card and a PIN. You can 
go to your public library to get both. If you already have a card, but 
not a PIN, you can create a PIN online. You can request books from 
any of the member libraries, and they will be delivered to any library 
you choose. 
 

¥ To search the catalog and request books, first click on My 
Account. 

¥ Put in your library card # and PIN. Click Submit.  
¥ On the next screen, there is information about your account, 
such as which books you have signed out and requested. You 
can renew your books here. You also can begin to search the 
catalog. 

¥ Under My Account, go to Modify Personal Information to see if 
the library has your e-mail address and to designate where you 
would like to pick up your books. You will get an e-mail message 
when your books are ready to be picked up. 

 
To search the public library catalog: 
The default method of searching the catalog is by KEYWORD. You can also choose other search 
methods, such as AUTHOR, TITLE, or SUBJECT.  
 
Click on a title that interests you. You will see more information about the book, including 
whether it is currently available. If you want the book, click on Request Item.  
 
Use the HELP feature if you have any questions. 
 
For the Boston Public Library System go to: www.bpl.org 
If your local library is not a member of either of these systems, go to your library’s web page on 
the Internet and find out how to reserve books. 
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 New and Noteworthy – Check These Out! 
 
Barshaw, Ruth McNally. Ellie McDoodle Have Pen, Will Travel 
To keep her sanity on a summer camping trip with her family, Ellie McDougal (better known as McDoodle) captures all 
the details in her secret journal, along with games to play, songs, tips on identifying poison ivy, picking out the 
constellations, weird facts, and more.  
 
Betancourt, Jeanne. Ava Tree and the Wishes Three 
Eight-year-old Ava realizes that she needs to be careful about what she asks for when her wishes start coming true 
during her "backwards, upside-down, and inside-out" birthday party. 
 
Breathed, Berkeley. Flawed Dogs: The Novel: The Shocking Raid on Westminster 
After being framed by a jealous poodle, a dachshund is left for dead, but comes back with a group of mutts from the 
National Last Ditch Dog Depository to disrupt the prestigious Westminster Kennel Club dog show and exact revenge 
on Cassius the poodle. 
 
Cheshire, Simon. The Curse of the Ancient Mask: And Other Case Files 
Ten-year-old Saxby Smart happens to be the best detective in the world, even though he's still in elementary school. 
In this brand-new series--with three cases in each book--the reader solves the mystery alongside Saxby by peeking at 
pages of his casebook to search for clues. 

DiCamillo, Kate. The Magician’s Elephant  
In this fable about trusting the unexpected and making the impossible come true, orphan Peter Augustus Duchene 
asks a fortuneteller about the whereabouts of his sister. The fortuneteller's mysterious answer sets off a chain of 
remarkable events.  

Easton, Kelly. The Outlandish Adventures of Liberty Aimes  
Ten-year-old Liberty Aimes is a captive in her parents' crooked house. Her only knowledge of the outside world comes 
from a secret stash of books. One day, Liberty enters her father's laboratory and, with the aid of a potion, she 
escapes to search for her destiny. 
 
Hunt, Elizabeth. The Escape of the Deadly Dinosaur: USA (Secret Agent Jack Stalwart #01) 
In this new adventure series, nine-year-old secret agent Jack Stalwart travels the world in search of his lost brother 
while solving thrilling international crimes. The adventures are accompanied by fascinating geographical, cultural, and 
historical facts. 

Lasky, Kathryn. Poodle and Hound 
In three adventures, Hound and Poodle discover how much they enjoy each other's company, in spite of, or maybe 
because of, their differences. 

Long, Loren. Game 1: Porkopolis 
In the late 1800s, a baseball with strange powers belonging to their late father works wonders for three children and a 
travelling baseball team which must raise $10,000. Barnstormers series. 

Look, Lenore. Alvin Ho: Allergic to Camping, Hiking, and Other Natural Disasters 
In his second book, second grader Alvin, little sister Anibelly, and their dad go camping, coming face-to-face with the 
troubles, hilarities, and joys of the outdoors. 
 
MacLachlan, Patricia. Word After Word After Word 
Every school day feels the same for fourth graders Lucy and Henry and Evie and Russell and May. Then Ms. Mirabel 
comes to their class--bringing magical words and a whole new way of seeing and understanding. This is an inspiring 
story about what is real and what is unreal, and about the ways that writing can change our lives and connect us to 
our own stories--word after word after word. 

McDonough, Yona Zeldis. The Doll Shop Downstairs 
When World War I breaks out, nine-year-old Anna thinks of a way to save her family's beloved New York City doll 
repair shop. Includes brief author's note about the history of the Madame Alexander doll.  

Moss, Marissa. Alien Eraser to the Rescue 
Max writes down his thoughts and ideas in the form of comics and contraptions while dealing with pimply older 
brothers, school, and the fights his parents get into. Series. 
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Riddell, Chris. Ottoline and the Yellow Cat 
A girl named Ottoline and her best friend, a small, hairy creature named Mr. Munroe, solve mysteries together. They 
go undercover to expose a feline crook called the Yellow Cat. With many graphic-style illustrations. 

Scaletta, Kurtis. Mudville  
It's been 22 years since the rain began right in the middle of Moundville's big baseball game against rival town 
Sinister Bend. And it's still pouring. But when a strange kid arrives, the sun finally comes out. It's time to get a 
Moundville team together and finish what was started 22 years ago. 
 
Schlitz, Laura Amy. The Night Fairy 
When Flory the night fairy's wings are accidentally broken and she cannot fly, she has to learn to do everything 
differently. 
 
Tolan, Stephanie S. Wishworks Inc. 
Third grader Max copes with his parents' divorce by retreating into an imaginary world complete with an imaginary 
dog to protect him from the bullies at school, until he realizes that one must be careful what one wishes for even at 
his imaginary Wishworks, Inc. 
 
Tracy, Kristen. Camille McPhee Fell Under the Bus 
Ten-year-old Camille McPhee relates the ups and downs of her fourth-grade year at her elementary school as she tries 
to adjust to the absence of her best friend, maintain control of her low-blood sugar, cope with the intensifying conflict 
between her parents, and understand the importance of honesty and fairness. 
 
Vernon, Ursula. Dragonbreath  
Danny Dragonbreath and his friend Wendell get an up-close underwater tour of the Sargasso Sea from Danny's sea-
serpent cousin, encountering giant squid and mako sharks--and learn about standing up to bullies in the process. 
Comic-book-style panels are interspersed throughout the text. Series. 
 
Yee, Lisa. Bobby vs. Girls (Accidentally)  
Bobby Ellis-Chan has a secret: his best friend is a girl. Holly Harper has always liked to do the same things Bobby 
does, but now that they're in the fourth grade, things are changing. When they get into a fight, their disagreement 
develops into a boys versus girls war involving their whole fourth-grade class. 
 
Yee, Wong Herbert. Mouse and Mole: Fine-Feathered Friends 
Mouse and Mole are going to go bird watching and plan to make bird books. As it turns out, birds are not so easy to 
watch. Together, they come up with a plan to get closer to the birds. This adventure incorporates themes of 
cooperation, teamwork, and achieving a common goal through combined creativity and talents. Series. 
 

Favorite Books in Graphic Format! 
 
Bullock, Mike. Lions, Tigers and Bears: Volume 1 Fear and Pride 
When Joey's worst fears, The Beasties, come crawling out of his closet in the middle of the night, he finds out his new 
stuffed animals, the Night Pride, are more real than he ever could have imagined.  
 
Crane, Jordan. The Clouds Above 
Simon and his cat, Jack, arrive late for school and they avoid getting into trouble by hiding on the roof, where they 
find a strange stairway to the sky. 
 
Grahame, Kenneth. The Wind in the Willows 
A graphic format version of the story of the four animal friends who live along a river in the English countryside - 
Toad, Mole, Rat and Badger. 
 
Guibert, Emmanuel. Sardine in Outer Space 
The adventures of the intrepid Sardine, who travels across the universe meeting cosmic squids, space leeches, talking 
clouds, and other strange beings. 
 
Hall, Margaret. King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table 
A graphic format retelling of the legend of King Arthur and his knights. 
 
Harper, Charise Mericle. Fashion Kitty  
On her birthday, as Kiki Kittie is making her wish, a pile of fashion magazines tumble on her head and Fashion Kitty is 
born. As such, she helps other kittens with their wardrobe dilemmas and friendships. The story touches upon a variety 
of themes including bullying, self-esteem, and family relationships. Series. 
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Haspiel, Dean & Lynch, Jay. Mo and Jo: Fighting Together Forever 
Brother and sister Joey and Mona are always fighting, and when their latest argument results in the destruction of 
their favorite superhero costume something amazing happens. 
  
Holm, Jennifer. Baby Mouse 
Meet Babymouse, a sassy young mouse who dreams of glamour, excitement, adventure, straight whiskers, being 
queen of the world, and of course, being invited to Felicia Furrypaws's oh-so-exclusive party. Series. 
 
Morse, Scott. Magic Pickle 
Magic Pickle is a secret weapon developed in a secret military lab under little JoJo Wigwam's bedroom floor. The 
fearless, flying kosher dill superhero meets his match in this feisty eight-year-old. Series. 
 
Runton, Andy. Owly  
Owly is an owl, but he's the quintessential gentle soul, the rare altruistic good guy who looks out for the little guy and 
overcomes any obstacle to win. Series. 
 
Sturm, James. Adventures in Cartooning 
Jump headfirst into the world of cartooning with a headstrong knight, a cowardly horse, and a magic elf. If you can 
draw simple things like trees, fish, and candy, then you can be a cartoonist. This book will show you how. 
 
Trondheim, Lewis. Kaput & Zösky 
Meet the unforgettable duo of Kaput & Zösky who are intent on corruption and no matter how hard they try they just 
can’t get a break.  
 
Yeh, Phil. Dinosaurs Across America 
Patrick Rabbit makes a bet with the literacy dinosaurs that he knows more geography than they do. Using comic-book 
magic, they walk into a map of the U.S.
 

 

Fantasy/Science Fiction – Explore New Worlds! 
 

39 Clues (series) 
  by different authors 
 
Benton, Jim 
  Franny K. Stein (series) 
 
Boniface, William 
  The Extraordinary Adventures of Ordinary Boy      
(series) 
 
Cowell, Cressida  
  How to Train Your Dragon (humor, series) 
 
Dahl, Roald 
  James and the Giant Peach 
 
DiTerlizzi, Tony 
  The Spiderwick Chronicles (series) 
 
Donaldson, Julia. 
  The Giants and the Joneses 
 
Evans, Nate. 
  Humpty Dumpty JR., Hardboiled Detective (series) 
 
Funke, Cornelia, 
  Ghosthunters (series, humor) 
 

Greenburg, Dan 
  Zack Files (series, humor) 
  Secrets of Dripping Fang (series) 
 
Gutman, Dan 
  Nightmare at the Book Fair 
   
Levine, Gail Carson 
  Fairy Dust and the Quest for the Egg (series) 
 
Mercer, Sienna 
  My Sister the Vampire (series) 
 
Prineas, Sarah. 
  The Magic Thief  
 
Ransom, Candice  
  The Time Spies (series, time travel) 
 
Rodda, Emily 
  Rowan of Rin (series) 
 
Sage, Angie 
  Araminta Spookie (series) 
 
Yolen, Jane  
  The Young Merlin Trilogy (series)
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 For Animal Lovers!
 
 
Avi 
  The End of the Beginning (series) 
  Poppy (series)  
 
Delaney, Michael 
  Birdbrain Amos (series) 
 
DiCamillo, Kate 
  Mercy Watson (series)  
 
Doder, Joshua 
  Grk and the Hot Dog Trail (series) 
 
Grogan, Josh 
  Marley: A Dog Like No Other 
 
Hale, Bruce 
  Chet Gecko Mysteries (series) 
 
Hanson, Mary 
  How to Save Your Tail 
 

 
 

 
Howe, James 
  Bunnicula (series) 
 
Jacques, Brian 
  Redwall (series) 
 
Kehret, Peg 
  Spy Cat (Pete the Cat series) 
 
McCall Smith, Alexander 
  Akimbo and the Lions (series) 
 
Naylor, Phyllis Reynolds 
  Shiloh (series) 
 
Nolan, Lucy. 
  Bad to the Bone (series) 
 
Stilton, Geronimo 
  Geronimo Stilton (series) 
 
Stevenson, James  
  Mud Flat Mystery (series) 
 
 

Realistic Fiction - Take a Walk 
in Someone Else's Shoes! 

 
 
 
 
 
Amato, Mary 
The Riot Brothers (series, humor) 
 
Barber, Tiki & Ronde 
  Kickoff! (series, sports) 
 
Barrows, Annie 
  Ivy and Bean (series) 
 
Blume, Judy   
  Superfudge (series, humor) 
 
Cabot, Meg 
  Allie Finkle's Rules for Girls (series) 
 
Christopher, Matt  
  Matt Christopher Sports (series) 
 
Clements, Andrew  
  Frindle  
  No Talking 
 

 
 
 
 
Creech, Sharon 
  Hate that Cat 
  Love That Dog 
 
Dorris, Michael  
  Guests (Native American, historical fiction) 
 
English, Karen 
  Birthday Blues (Deja series) 
 
Ferguson, Dwayne 
  Kid Caramel, Private Investigator (series) 
 
Friedman, Laurie 
  Mallory on the Move (series) 
 
Gifford, Peggy 
  Moxy Maxwell (series) 
 
Gregory, Kristiana 
  Cabin Creek Mysteries (series) 
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Gutman, Dan and Paillot, Jim 
  Miss Daisy is Crazy! (series, humor)  
  The Million Dollar Shot  (series, sports) 
 
Harper, Charise 
  Just Grace (series) 
 
Hicks, Betty 
  Basketball Bats (sports, series) 
 
Hughes, Dean  
  Angel Park All-Stars (series) 
 
Keane, Dave 
  Joe Sherlock, Kid Detective (series) 
 
Kelly, Katy 
  Lucy Rose (series, humor) 
 
Kerrin, Jessica Scott 
  Martin Bridge (series, humor)  
 
Lin, Grace. 
  Year of the Dog (series) 
 
Long, Loren 
  Sluggers (sports, series) 
 
Look, Lenore 
  Alvin Ho (series, humor)  
  Ruby Lu (series, humor) 
 
Lowry, Lois.  
  Gooney Bird Greene (series, humor) 
 
Markey, Kevin 
  Slumpbuster (sports, series) 
  

Mason, Simon 
  The Quigleys (series, humor) 
 
McDonald, Megan 
  Judy Moody (series, humor) 
  Stink (series, humor) 
 
McKissack, Patricia 
  Scraps of time (historical, series) 
 
Naylor, Phyllis 
  Roxy and the Hooligans 
 
Pennypacker, Sara 
  Clementine (series, humor) 
  Stuart’s Cape (series, humor) 
 
Sachar, Louis  
  Marvin Redpost (series, humor) 
  Wayside School (series, humor) 
 
Simon, Francesca 
  Horrid Henry (series, humor) 
 
Strasser, Todd 
  Is That a Dead Dog in Your Locker? (series,   
humor) 
 
Trine, Greg  
  Melvin Beederman (series, humor) 
 
Wartner, Sally 
  Only Emma (series) 
 
Weeks, Sarah 
  Oggie Cooder (series, humor) 
 
Winkler, Henry  
  Hank Zipzer (series, humor) 

 
 
 
 
 

 


